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b 1552

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD changed her
vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘present.’’

So the conference report was agreed
to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CLINGER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks, and
include extraneous material, on the
bill just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCINNIS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania?

There was no objection.

f

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 555

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the name of
the gentleman from Florida [Mr.
FOLEY] be removed as a cosponsor of
H.R. 555.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

f

PROVIDING FOR LANGUAGE CLAR-
IFICATION IN CERTAIN STATU-
TORY REFERENCES RESULTING
FROM CHANGES MADE IN THE
REORGANIZATION OF THE HOUSE
AT THE BEGINNING OF THE
104TH CONGRESS

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent for the immediate
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1421) to
provide that references in the statutes
of the United States to any committee
or officer of the House of Representa-
tives the name or jurisdiction of which
was changed as part of the reorganiza-
tion of the House of Representatives at
the beginning of the 104th Congress
shall be treated as referring to the cur-
rently applicable committee or officer
of the House of Representatives.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

Mr. FAZIO of California. Mr. Speak-
er, reserving the right to object, will
the gentleman from California explain
the purpose of the legislation?

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. FAZIO of California. Further re-
serving the right to object, Mr. Speak-
er, I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

What this bill does is attempt to con-
form the statutes that are on the books
with the changes that were made at
the beginning of the 104th Congress. As
we know, there were three committees
that were dissolved, there were signifi-
cant restructurings in terms of juris-
dictions, and all this bill does is to
treat references to the old structure in
public law as referring to the new
structure. References to the old com-
mittees are to be treated as referring
to the new committees.

This is, in essence, a conforming bill.
It does not make policy. Indeed, it sim-
ply conforms to policy that has already
been passed allowing the new commit-
tees to reference themselves in the
statutes that are already on the books.

Mr. Speaker, this bill provides that ref-
erences in public law to any committee or offi-
cer of the House whose name or jurisdiction
was changed as a part of the reorganization of
the House at the beginning of this Congress,
shall be treated as referring to the currently
applicable committee or officer.

Mr. Speaker, on the first day of the 104th
Congress, the new Republican majority lived
up to its commitment to the American people
by passing major reforms. Among these re-
forms was the wholesale restructuring of the
committee system, which included elimination
of three major committees. Committee jurisdic-
tions were consolidated, and the names of
several committees were changed.

The primary purpose of this bill is to treat
references to the old structure in public law as
referring to the new structure. References to

the old committees are to be treated as refer-
ring to the new committees.

In the course of restructuring the internal
operations of the House, we also eliminated
the positions of Director of Non-Legislative
and Financial Services and the House Door-
keeper. We created the position of Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer, and we redefined the re-
sponsibilities of the Clerk and the Sergeant-at-
Arms.

The Committee on House Oversight has
been charged in House rules with providing
policy direction for and oversight of the House
officers, and is continuing to direct the restruc-
turing of the internal operations of the House.
References in public law to the function, duty,
or authority of a House officer are to be treat-
ed as referring to the officer exercising that
function, duty, or authority, as determined by
the Committee.

Mr. Speaker, enactment of this bill will result
in no changes in policy, rather it will reflect
policy changes already made.

Mr. FAZIO of California. Mr. Speak-
er, further reserving the right to ob-
ject, if there is no further debate, I
would certainly concur in the adoption
of the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. THOMAS]?

There was no objection.
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

H.R. 1421

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. REFERENCES IN LAW TO COMMIT-

TEES OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES.

(a) REFERENCES TO COMMITTEES WITH NEW
NAMES.—Except as provided in subsection
(c), any reference in any provision of law en-
acted before January 4, 1995, to—

(1) the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives shall be treated
as referring to the Committee on National
Security of the House of Representatives;

(2) the Committee on Banking, Finance
and Urban Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives shall be treated as referring to the
Committee on Banking and Financial Serv-
ices of the House of Representatives;

(3) the Committee on Education and Labor
of the House of Representatives shall be
treated as referring to the Committee on
Economic and Educational Opportunities of
the House of Representatives;

(4) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives shall
be treated as referring to the Committee on
Commerce of the House of Representatives;

(5) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives shall be treated as
referring to the Committee on International
Relations of House of Representatives;

(6) the Committee on Government Oper-
ations of the House of Representatives shall
be treated as referring to the Committee on
Government Reform and Oversight of the
House of Representatives;

(7) the Committee on House Administra-
tion of the House of Representatives shall be
treated as referring to the Committee on
House Oversight of the House of Representa-
tives;

(8) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives shall be treated
as referring to the Committee on Resources
of the House of Representatives;
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